study. Problematically, I remained a passive bystander. Though I spoke of bearing witness, I theorized at a distance.
This distancing has been explicitly challenged by Geertz (1995, 44) , who suggests that the researcher cannot be understood to "penetrate another culture, as the masculinist image would have it. You put yourself in its way and it bodies forth and enmeshes you." My process of conceptualization failed to account for the ways I was implicated in the encounter. I had failed to take myself seriously as a gendered body. What I realized is that, to the perpetrator in this encounter, my presence as a feminist researcher made no difference. Rather, it was my appearance as a female body that allowed the encounter to unfold with impunity. This erosion of difference brought forth an understanding of why this encounter was important. The experience made sense to me on a level I describe as visceral recognition: her head braced, face to the ground. The same ground to which I am rooted. I halt. My nerves tingling, mind racing in overdrive, the sensation unnerving since my body is so very still. Words rush up suddenly, stop and then silence. They pass. The moment passes.
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